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Module Objectives
By the end of the session, you should be able to: 
· Identify when/why to use quantitative scenarios
· Define the trade offs of using qualitative vs quantitative scenarios 
· Be able to outline the process for developing quantitative scenarios
Key Points
Qualitative Pros 
· May have greater plausibility (political)
· Allows more stakeholder engagement in scenario development
· May not necessitate including all key factors
· More thinking out of the box 

Qualitative Cons 
· High potential for bias to affect scenario development (who participates)
· Impacts may be more difficult to assess 

Quantitative Pros 
· Includes most current information/expert opinion
· Ability to build scientific based consensus (IPCC)
· Allows for quantitative assessment of impacts for different scenarios

Quantitative Cons 
· Introduce bias in models or other subjectivity
· Scenarios may not be politically feasible
· May lack stakeholder buy in/ difficult to communicate to stakeholders
· More expensive/time consuming to construct scenarios 

Steps to building quantitative scenarios
1. Specify boundaries
2. Select indicators
3. Decide on model structure
4. Iteratively develop test, document, release models
5. Release final set of scenarios



Take home messages
· Quantitative scenarios can be useful but tradeoffs and goals should be considered.
· An important benefit is the ability to numerically asses the impacts of scenarios.
· It’s important to communicate how scenario results should be interpreted (quantitative ≠ more probable)

Notes












[bookmark: _GoBack]
USFWS National Conservation Training Center                   
ALC 3194: Scenario Planning toward Climate Change Adaptation                                         
July 2013	      	Module 5-Page 1

image1.wmf

