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TRADITIONAL
ECOLOGICAL
KNOWLEDGE
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SENSITIVE

TRANSLATION TO 
WESTERN-
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MANAGEMENT 
PRACTICES



BISHOP PAIUTE TRIBE FOOD SOVEREIGNTY 
PROGRAM 
SUPPORTING TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY THROUGH HEALTHY 
EATING HABITS AND PROMOTING TRADITIONAL FOODS



GATHERING CULTURALLY 
SENSITIVE INFORMATION

• gathering stories before 
they are lost

• passing knowledge 
between generations

• barriers to healthy eating

• asking how knowledge 
should be communicated

• concerns related to 
traditional foods



STORY 
PROMPTS:
TELL ME ABOUT A TIME 
WHEN YOU WENT OUT 
WITH YOUR FAMILY/OR A 
GROUP AND COLLECTED 
OR HUNTED FOOD THAT 
WENT REALLY WELL OR 
WAS A MAJOR 
DISAPPOINTMENT…WHAT 
HAPPENED?

TELL ME ABOUT A TIME 
YOU REMEMBER WORKING 
IN A PARENT WHERE IT WAS 
REALLY SPECIAL OR FELT 
LIKE A CHORE. WHAT 
HAPPENED?



CONTEXTUALIZING 
NARRATIVES
LOOKING FOR PATTERNS



CONTEXTUALIZING 
NARRATIVES
END POINTS ARE SIMILAR IN TONE



INTERPRETATION AND 
ANALYSIS
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 



DATA COLLECTION 
APPROACHES
FIRST BLOOM, NASA STUDENTS, STORY 
CIRCLES, DIRECTED INTERVIEWS



TIMELINE
DATA COLLECTION 
CONTINUES THROUGH 
NOV. 30

SENSE MAKING 
WORKSHOP JANUARY?

FINAL REPORT AND 
EVALUATION OF METHOD



END-OF-
PROJECT
QUESTIONS
CAN THE RESULTS INFORM 
MANAGEMENT DECISION 
CONTEXTS?

DOES IT HELP THE BPT FOOD 
SOVEREIGNTY PROGRAM WITH 
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT?

CAN THIS FRAMEWORK BE USED 
IN OTHER TRIBAL COMMUNITIES?



THANKS TO THE BPT FOOD SOVEREIGNTY PROGRAM, NASA 
STUDENTS, COMMUNITY RESEARCHERS—JAMES NAPOLES 
AND SHANAE VEGA, THE GREAT BASIN LANDSCAPE 
CONSERVATION COOPERATIVE, AND THE NOAA RISA 
PROGRAM THROUGH THE CALIFORNIA NEVADA 
APPLICATIONS PROGRAM (CNAP)


